
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Distinguished Guests, 

Dear Friends, 

It is my great honour and pleasure to welcome you all at the Eight International Seminar 

devoted to the legacy of Janusz Korczak, organized by the Permanent Mission of Poland to 

the UN in Geneva in collaboration with the International Korczak Association. In particular, I 

would like to thank the Polish Ombudsman on the Rights of the Child, Mr. Marek Michalak, 

for being with us today. Let me also express our deep gratitude to the International Korczak 

Association and its chairperson, Madame Batia Gilad, for their tireless efforts aimed at 

promoting and protecting the legacy of Korczak. I also warmly welcome the Chairperson of 

the Committee on the Rights of the Child, Mr. Benyam Dawit Mezmur, together with all 

members of the Committee, and our distinguished panelists.  

The theme of this year Seminar – “World’s Challenge and Duty to Migrant Children in the 

Spirit of Janusz Korczak and the Convention on the Rights of the Child” – is today extremely 

relevant. The international community should put a particular emphasis on the need to protect 

children in migration. Building capacity in child protection systems for children in migration 

and promotion the right to education for migrant children should be promptly and adequately 

addressed. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child was the first international human rights 

document that referred to the rights of children in a comprehensive manner. We are very 

proud that it was the Polish government, that made, during the 34th session of the Commission 

on Human Rights in 1978, an official proposal to draft the Convention. 

Since then, the Convention has enjoyed an unprecedented level of support among UN 

member states and has become one of the most universal human rights treaties. 

It goes without saying that the Convention on the Rights of the Child is an extraordinary 

document which recognized for the first time in history that children are not possessions but 

people who have human rights. It also recognizes the fundamental importance and 

responsibility of parents and families for providing the best environment for children to grow. 

All children, independent of their nationality, ethnicity and religion, are equal in light of the 

law, and their good should be always taken into account. These ideas were first formulated by 

Janusz Korczak and this explains why we are all here today. 

Poland is aware of its role as the initiator of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and 

we do our utmost to raise the awareness about children’s rights and make sure that they are 

respected in our own country – and internationally. The International Seminars devoted to the 

legacy of Janusz Korczak are an important contribution in this respect and I would like to 

thank you all again for being with us today. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On 18 September last year Poland presented its report on the implementation of the UN 

Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Delegation of Poland, headed by Undersecretary 

of State at the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, had a very constructive dialogue with the 

Committee on the Rights of the Child on the situation of children in Poland. The Polish 

delegation underlined that “strengthening of the family’s foundations, including creation of 

better conditions of life, is a fundamental duty of States and one of the main policy objectives 



of the Polish government”. It was also underscored that “in recent years Poland has made 

important changes in legislation and policy concerned the issues of a child care and 

upbringing in a family, education and health care, protection from violence”.  

Let me also reiterate my government commitment to the rights of the child in my country and 

to the issue  of promotion and protection of the rights of children all around the world. As you 

may recall, Poland was the initiator of the President’s Statement the 25th  anniversary of the 

adoption of the Convention of the Rights of the Child that was unanimously supported by the 

UN Member States at the 28th session of the UN Human Rights Council. By the adoption of 

the Presidential statement, the international community reiterated its commitment to 

effectively promote and protect the rights of the child and to ensure that all children may fully 

enjoy all their human rights and fundamental freedoms.  

I wish you all a successful seminar and fruitful discussion.  

 

 


